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8va 


play the notes up an octave from where it is written
8vb


play the notes down an octave from where it is written
a tempo (tempo primo OR TEMPO I)

return to the previous tempo
accelerando


gradually quicken tempo
al fine


“to the finish” – used in phrases like ‘dal segno al fine’ or from the sign to the end 
marked ‘fine’
allegro


lively, brisk, rapid; 120-168
andante


‘moving’ – moderately slow or walking pace; 76-108
animato


Animated; with spirit
aria
song, melody sung by a single voice with or without accompaniment
arrangement

An adaptation of the parts/voices of a composition in order for the piece to be 
performed by instruments other than what it was originally written for
binary form



Musical form founded on two principal themes or divided into two distinct or 
contrasting sections
brass ensemble/brass choir

Small group composed only of brass/metal instruments
brass section
All instruments composed of metal (no reed instruments) – French horn, trumpet, 
trombone, tuba
coda

Literally means “the tail”.  A passage added to confirm the ending
col legno


with the wood part of the bow

composer

writer of music
compound meter


Meter in which each beat is dividable by three rather than two.
divisi

two parts written on one staff that are to be divided between the outside and inside players on a stand;  the outside player plays the top note and the inside player plays the bottom note

fingered tremolo
Fingered tremolo resembles a trill, but often with a larger interval between the fingers.
full symphony orchestra
A large orchestra composed of string, wind, and percussion sections.

harmonics
Individual pure sounds that are part of any musical tone; in string instruments, crystalline tones in the very high register, produced by lightly touching a vibrating string at a certain point.
hemiola

Rhythmic feature which implies the feeling of 3/2 or 2/3
largo


large, broad – the slowest tempo marking; 40-60
maestoso


dignified, majestic 
mixed meter
While time signatures usually express a regular pattern of beat stresses continuing through a piece (or at least a section), sometimes composers place a different time signature at the beginning of each bar, resulting in music with an extremely irregular rhythmic feel.

moderato


moderate tempo; 108-120
monophony


Single-line texture, or melody without accompaniment.
multi movement work

Piece having more than one division or section
non divisi


“not divide” – all players play all notes
non vibrato

Without vibrato – ‘senza vibrato’
ossia

a directive to perform a certain passage of a composition in an alternate way. The alternate way is usually indicated in the music with smaller notes
overture
An introductory movement, as in an opera often presenting melodies from music to come.  Also an orchestral work for concert performance.  
percussion section 


all drums, tambourine, cymbal, bells, triangle, marimba
Piu 

more

pizzicato

pluck the string with the finger
poco 

A Little

Polyphony
Two or more melodic lines combined into a multivoiced texture, as distinct from monophonic
Preparatory beat

The upbeat or the beat the conductor gives the orchestra before entrance

Programmatic Music

Musical compositions intended to depict or suggest nonmusical incidents, ideas, or images, such as those drawn from literature, as Tchaikovsky's Romeo and Juliet, or from works of art.

Ritard, Ritardando

Gradually slowing in tempo; retarding.
Sans

Without

Sempre

always

Sforzando

Suddenly or strongly accented. Used chiefly as a direction.

Soli

Performed by an entire section or part of a section

Solo

Executed by one performer

Sonata Form
A form of a movement consisting of three sections, the exposition, development, and recapitulation, often followed by a coda.

Sordino

A mute

Staggered bowing

Is a technique in which string players change bows at different times on held pitches for a continuous sustained sound
String Orchestra

an orchestra playing only stringed instruments 

String Section

division of an orchestra containing all instruments of the same class
Stringendo

Played with an accelerating tempo. Used chiefly as a direction.

STYLISTIC CHARACTERISTICS

Subito

Quickly; suddenly. Used chiefly as a direction
Suite
An instrumental composition, especially of the 17th or 18th century, consisting of a succession of dances in the same or related keys.  An instrumental composition consisting of a series of varying movements or pieces.
sul ponticello
A directive to perform the indicated passage of a composition by bowing the strings as close as possible to the bridge of the instrument

sul tasto
A directive to perform the indicated passage of a composition by bowing the strings close to or directly over the fingerboard of the instrument.

Tango
A Latin Dance which originated in Argentina in the early 20th century.  It is in a moderately slow 2/4 meter.

Tempo
The speed of the rhythm of a composition.  Tempo is measured according to beats per minute.  A very fast tempo, prestissimo, has between 200-208 beats per minute, presto has 168-200 beats per minute, allegro has between 120-168 per minute, moderato has 108-120 beats per minute, andante has 76-108, adagio has 66-76, larghetto has 60-66, and largo, the slowest tempo, has 40-60 beats per minute.

Texture


The character of the different layers of horizontal and vertical sounds.
Tremolo
Directive to perform a certain note or chord of a composition in a sustained manner for longer than its full duration.

Tutti

“All”, the opposite of solo

Unison
Interval between two notes of the same pitch; the simultaneous playing of the same note.

VERTICAL ALIGNMENT

Woodwind section
any of a group of wind instruments (as a clarinet, flute, oboe, or saxophone) that are characterized by a cylindrical or conical tube of wood or metal usually ending in a slightly flared bell, that produce tones by the vibration of one or two reeds in the mouthpiece or by the passing of air over a mouth hole, and that usually have finger holes or keys by which the player may produce all the tones within an instrument's range
Volit Subito

Turn the page quickly (v.s.)
